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NEWS FROM THE ARMED FORCEsS

Navy Fireman Curtis Brown

...whose wife, Ellana, is the dau-
ghter of Barbara A. and Earnest L.
Fields Sr. of Eagle Lake, recently re-
turned from a six-month deployment
to the Arabian Sea aboard the de-
stroyer USS Thorn.

Brown is one of more than 300
sailors aboard the ship which departed
its homeport of Norfolk, Va., in April.

As amember of the maritime inter-
ception forces patrolling in the Persian
Gulf, Brown’s ship had the opportu-
nity to conduct more than 30 boar-
dings and four seizures of vessels con-
taining illegal cargo.

While in the gulf, Brown’s ship
participated in Exercise Neon Spark
97', with British and Bahranian war-

Ella Mae Hartmann Dunstan

September 24, 1919 - November 24, 1997

Mrs. Dunstan entered the kingdom of God on Monday, November 24, 1997,
at her residence with her family at her side.

Mrs. Dunstan was born September 24, 1919, in Mason and was brought to
the Lord in baptism October 26, 1919. She was confirmed at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Mason.

She was a graduate of Mason High School and Brady School of Nursing
receiving her R.N. license in 1940.

She attended Baylor University and Hardin Simmons University furthering
her education in psychological and geriatric nursing.

She married Rudolph Alfonso Balas May 1, 1942, at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church.

After retiring from a 40-year nursing career, she moved to Odessa from
Fredericksburg and was employed for nine years at the West Texas Adult Liter-
acy Council in Odessa.

Mrs. Dunstan was a member of Redeemer Lutheran Church where she was
active in the evangelism program and Careciples. :

Preceding her in death were her parents, Conrad and Rosa Hartmann; her
husband, Rudy Balas; her brother, Rev. Kurt Hartmann; a sister, Estella
Orrison; and a great-grandson, Shane Warren.

Survivors include her three children, Aurelia Ann Balas Warren and hus-
band Don of Odessa, Louis Paul Balas and wife Loyce of Sonora, and Felicia
Louise Balas Mulder and husband Jim of Odessa; six grandchildren, Kevin
Warren of Odessa, Alan Warren of Midland, Stacey Warren of Kodiak, Alaska,
Lori Biancalana of Raeford, North Carolina, Tonni Balas of College Station
and Stephen Mulder of Odessa; five great-grandchildren; three brothers, Clar-
ence and William Hartmann of San Angelo and Clinton Hartmann of El Paso;
three sisters, Pearl Stockum of Pasadena, Martha McCauley of Cedar Park and
Simmie Smith of San Antonio; 23 nieces and nephews and many great-nieces
and great-nephews.

Services at Redeemer Lutheran Church were scheduled for Wednesday,
November 26, at 10 a.m.

The service was to be conducted by Revss A. Dean Kelm and Paul L.
Willweber. ‘

Burial was to follow at Lawnhaven Memorial Gardens in San Angeloat3

p.m. Wednesday with theRev. Charles E. Huffman of Hope Lutheran of Sonora
officiating.

Arrangements are under the direction of Frank W. Wilson Funeral Direc- >

tors.

Pallbearers scheduled were grandsons, Kevin, Stacey and Alan Warren, _

and Stephen Mulder and nephews, Kenneth McCauley and Tony Balas.
" Sympathy is ‘extended to the family in their loss.

Pharmacy & Your Health
EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE

Steve K. Balas, RPh
702 South McCarty - Eagle Lake » 234-2502

«Patient Counseling « We Accept Master Card, VISA, Discover &
American Express *Insurance Plans: Blue Cross, NPA, PCS, Pro-
Serve, Sanus, PAID, Texas Medicaid
24 Hour Emergency Phone: 234-3834

Pharmacists Can Help with Health Problems

Pharmacists are one of several health care providers that can help you
with all types of health problems. Since pharmacists are trusted and are
more accessible than most other health professionals, they are often asked
questions about diseases and symptoms about which people have con-
cerns. Recent graduates from some colleges of pharmacy have been
trained to take histories and perform limited physical assessments that can
be useful in determining whether or not someone should be referred to a
physician or hospital emergency room for care.

Some health problems tend to be self limiting, and/or they can be
managed appropriately with over-the-counter (OTC) medicines. Pharma-
cists are considered OTC product experts and can assist family members
in selecting cost effective products for such problems as headache, fever,
allergic reactions, sunburn, skin rash, and gastrointestinal problems such
as heartburn, constipation, and diarrhea.

Pharmacists also are knowledgeable about prescription drugs and can
provide information about medication dose, length of therapy, potential
drug interactions, and side effects. In order to receive useful information
from pharmacists, they occasionally may ask you to provide information
about yourself and members of your family.

ships. The exercise was designed to
test interoperatbility between the na-
val forces of the three countries.

During the deployment, Brown’s
ship steamed more than 30,000 miles
and visited Bahrain, Israel, Oman and
the United Arab Emirates,

Destroyers, like the USS Thorn,
have traditionally been the work-
horses of the U.S. Navy, defending
battle groups against threats from
land, above and below the sea and air.
Equipped with Tomahawk cruise
missiles, Harpoon anti-ship missiles
and Sea Sparrow Missiles, the USS
Thom is capable of hitting enemy tar-
gets hundreds of miles away. In addi-
tion, Brown’s ship also carries two
helicopters with sonar and torpedo ca-
pabilities, expanding the ship’s reach.

The 1993 graduate of Willowridge
High School of Sugar Land joined the
Navy in May 1995.

Navy Seaman Apprentice Michael J. Hudman

...son of Bret and Phyllis Hudman
of Lissie, recently completed U.S.
Navy basic training at Recruit Train-
ing Command, Great Lakes, IlL.

During the eight-week program,
Hudman completed a variety of train-
ing which included classroom study
and practical instruction on naval
customs, first aid, fire fighting, water
safety and survival, and shipboard and
aircraft safety. An emphasis is also
placed on physical fitness.

Hudman and other recruits also
received instruction on the Navy’s
core values - honor, courage and com-
mitment - and how to apply them in
their military performance and per-
sonal conduct. Hudman joins 55,000
men and women who will enter the
Navy this year. :

Men and women train together
from their first day in the Navy just as

Sheridan sailor deploys overseas

Story and Photo by Marcus T. Myers

In the game of checkers, the object
is foraplayer to putgame pieces on his
opponent’s side of the board. This
heightens his chances of winning the
game. A similar principle is used by
the U.S. Navy when it deploys ships
and aircraftoverseas. Putting apower-
ful battle group closer to “hot spots”
around the globe increases the Navy’s
chances of diffusing potential crises
should they occur.

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class
Coby D. Cosper, the 26 year old son of
Penny Cosper of Sheridan, and the rest
of his shipmates aboard the amphibi-
ous assault ship USS Juneau embar-
ked on a six-month deployment to the
Western Pacific and Arabian Gulf on
Aug. 28.

He feels it’s essential for the Navy
to maintain a powerful and visible pre-
sence around the world.

“We deploy to maintain a visible
show of force throughout the world.
This is a sign of our superior sea pow-
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SUGAR DOESN’T HELP

Is sugar the sweet-coated culprit
it's reputed to be? The evidence sug-
gests that too much sugar results only
in bad news. Sugar is associated with
acne, heart disease, diabetes, obesity
and tooth decay. Acid - one of the by-
products of mouth bacteria - is the real
villain. These bacteria thrive on carbo-
hydrates. Sugar, like starch, is a car-
bohydrate.

You don't have to cut out sugar
entirely to break the cavity-causing
cycle. Brushing or rinsing with water
within 20 minutes of eating is the best
defense... and floss if you can. Also,
avoid sticky, sugary goods that leave
hard-to-remove particles.

er,” Cosper said.

Cosper is a gunner’s mate on the
17,000-ton Juneau where he operates
and maintains the ship’s weapons
systems. He enjoys his assignment
aboard ship.

“I like helping people get over
their fear of using fire arms, helping to
increase their accuracy and teaching
them safety procedures,” Cosper said.

The Juneau, a floating platform
nearly twice the size of afootball field,
is uniquely designed to conduct am-
phibious assault missions in support
of crisis or humanitarian operations.
The ship is capable of carrying hun-
dreds of Marines, and tons of cargo
and tanks - not to mention assault heli-
copters. Once the San Diego-based
warship is in the Gulf; it will enforce
U.N. sanctions against Iraq as part of
Operation Southern Watch.

A deployment like this is obvious-
ly challenging and demanding. In
order to prepare for their voyage over-
seas, Cosper and the crew of the Jun-
eau conducted several months of in-
tense training that culminated with a
massive “Joint Task Force Exercise”
(JTFEX) off the coast of S. California.

“I received more training on
boarding other vessels and searching
them properly and safely,” Cosper

. said.

. “Thesailors and marines who par-
ticipated in the exercise did a magnifi-
~ cent job preparing for deployment,”
said Adm. Herb Browne, commander
of the Navy’s Third Fleet who was in
charge of the exercise. “They ap-
proachedeach tactical situation with a
(See Cosper, Page 10)

JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S.
® 234-3525
Located in the

Moderation is the key. Keep sugar
to less than 10% of a normal day's
calories. Watch how often you expose
your teeth to sugar. It's better to eat
one candy bar all at once than to sip
sugary soda all day. Substitute cheese
or fruit for sweet desserts, eat un-
sweetened cereal, and drink natural
fruitjuices or plain water instead of soft
drinks. Qh yes - don't forget to brush
often.

Presented as a public service to
promote better dental health. From the
office of JOHN B. MYRES, D.D.S.,
600 S. Austin Road, Eagle Lake,
234-3525.

Affordable Dental Care for the Whole Family
-Gentle Family Dentistry «Nitrous Oxide Sedation
Available -All Phases of General Dentistry including
Cosmetic +Extractions -Wisdom Teeth, Root Canals,
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures & Partials and
Orthodontics «Insurance & New Patients Welcome

Open 8-5, Monday through
MasterCard and Visa Accepted

Attend the Church of Your Choice...

Friday Saturday: 8-2
After Hours Call:409-234-5172

they do aboard ships and at shore com-
mands around the world. To reinforce
the team concept, Hudman and other
recruits also were trained in preven-
ting sexual harassment and ensuring
equal opportunity.

Even as the naval service gets
smaller over the next few years, highly
motivated young people like Hudman

are still finding an opportunity to im-
prove their knowledge and education
as they become part of the most highly
technical naval force in history. This
year alone, the Navy will have more
than 57,000 job openings and oppor-
tunities including guaranteed training,

Hudmanis a 1997 graduate of East
Bemard High School.

Marine 1st Lt. Keith C. Korenek

...son of Virginia M. and John L.
Korenek Sr. of Garwood, recently
departed on a six-month deployment
to the Mediterranean Sea with the 24th
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU),
embarked aboard the ships of the USS

Guam Amphibious Ready Group
(ARG).

Korenek is one of more than 2,000
Marines and Sailors who departed
Norfolk and Camp Lejeune aboard the

(See Military, Page 10)

ANNOUNCING
NEW ARRIVALS

Randi Skylar Epps

Randy and Karen Epps of Colum-
bus are proud to announce the birth of
their third child, a daughter, born
November 18, 1997, at 4:05 a.m. at
Rice Medical Center in Eagle Lake.

Randi Skylar weighed seven
pounds, 11 ounces, and measured 20
inches at birth.

She was welcomed home by her
big brothers, Colton, eight, and Dus-
tin, five.

Maternal grandparents are Preston

and Barbara Davis of Bleiblerville and
the late Ervin Rucka.

Paternal grandparents are Colonel
and Mrs. Lewis Epps of Eagle Lake.

Great grandparents are C.H. Cal-
lihan and the late Tone Callihan and the
late Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Epps and the
late Mr. & Mrs. John Rucka and the
late Mary Veselka.

Her mom is the former Karen
Rucka.

Cody Patrick Mims

Sam and Mary Mims of Eagle
Lake were delighted by the arrival of
their first child, a son, born at 5:46
p.m.November 18, 1997. The healthy
boy arrived at Memorial Southwest
Hospital in Houston.

Cody Patrick tipped the scales at
nine pounds, six and one-half ounces,
and measured 22 inches long.

He came home November 20 to his
nursery decorated in aDr. Seuss CatIn
The Hat motif.

Sneary

Paternal grandparents are Sam and
Inka Mims of Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana.

The Mimses moved to Eagle Lake
in August after learning of the preg-
nancy. They wanted to escape the big
city and raise their family in quieter,
more peaceful surroundings.

They are the owners of Syntaur
Productions, a music production and
software company. They moved the
business to Eagle Lake as well.

Matagorda Coun'iy Farmers Coopera- :

tive. He sits on the boards of the Texas
Rice Producers Legislative Group and
Matagorda County Water Council. He
has also served as vice president of the
Texas Rice Council.

Sneary feels thateconomic growth
for our area is of the greatest impor-
tance. As one of the founders and
president of the Matagorda County
Economic Development Corporation,
Sneary said “Counties and communi-
ties must begin thinking regionally in
order to take advantage of the eco-
nomic opportunities of the future.”

He also served as CEO of the local
Texas  Workforce Development
Board and the Board of the Economic
Action Committee.

As County Judge, Sneary held the
line on taxes and worked to make cou-
nty government more responsive and
efficient. He cut Matagorda County’s
budget $1.2 million over four years, in
spite of the fact that property values
declined by over $600 million during
that time.

“As County Judge, I was respon-
sible for the use of precious tax dol-
lars, which meant keeping taxes as
low as possible while still providing
for he County’s basic needs”, Sneary
commented.

He is an organizer and President of
the Lower Colorado Valley Federa-
tion, and a leader in the Coalition of
County Judges, which works to solve
problems in a multi-county region.

Sneary, an Eagle Scout, has al-
ways made community service a part
of his life. He served as chairman of

the Matagorda County Salvation
Army, as the Emergency Manage-
ment Director for Matagorda County,
and as a member of the Riceland Reg-
ional Mental Health Board.

He is also the Chairman of the
Local Emergency Planning Commit-
tee, and a member of the Bay City
Lions Club. “I have always felt very
strongly about the value of commu-
nity service. If neighbors will help
eachother, there is no end to the good
we can accomplish together”, Sneary
remarked.

Sneary earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree from Texas A&M Uni-
versity. He continued his education as
a graduate of the Rice Leadership De-
velopment Program and the 29th An-
nual Texas A&M University Eco-
nomic Development Course.

A Navy officer, Sneary graduated
from the Naval Officer Candidate
School in 1972 and was stationed with
the Armed Forces Police Detachment
at the Washington Navy Yard. He ser-
ved as Officer-in-Charge of Deserter
Investigations and was honorably dis-
charged with the rank of Lieutenant in
1978.

During his Naval Service, Sneary

‘also graduated from the FBI Academy

Firearms Training School and D.E.A.
Drug Investigators School.

Sneary is an active member of
First United Methodist Church in Bay
City, where he has served on many
church committees.

He is married to the former Helen
Jane Harper of Bay City and they have
two children: Shannon, who is a soph-
omore at Texas A&M and Adam, a
freshman at Bay City High School.

Continued from Page 2

LIVING HOPE CHURCH: Revs. Joe and Mercy Fling; 234-5536. CHRIST OUR REDEEMER - Charismatic: 478-7534, 478-6512, Jerry C. |

TEMPLE BEREA: 621 Maple Street, Eagle Lake. Rev. Romero, McKinney, Pastor. 5 5
ROCK ISLAND FULL GOSPEL: P.0. Box 232, Rock Island; 234-5840; Nick HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH: East Bernard, C Il ft yw Il dl ®
Mortgage ;

Williams, Pastor. PARISH OF THE NATIVITY: Our Lady of Guadalupe Sanctuary:
Company

‘Schindler LPG, Inc.

234-3314 Eagle Lake

The First National Bank

Member F.D.I.C.

LATIN-AMERICAN ASSEMBLY OF GOD (Belen de Judea Mision): 1000 Guadalupe Terrace Addition; Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sanctuary: 310 N.
East E, Eagle Lake; Ruth Olvera, Pastor Stevenson; 7 a.m. (Espaiol), 9 a.m., 1 a.m., Father Eddie Winkler.

SEALY ASSEMBLY OF GOD: 1140 Meyer St., Sealy; Warren Richardson, ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Box 97, Nada, 758-3218. Rev. Joseph
Pastor. Koebel, Pastor.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST APOSTOLIC REVIVAL: FM 102 §, Matthews, 4 CHRIST EPISCOPAL: 306 E. Stockbridge. .
p.m. (at Mt. Zion). Rev. R.L. Carter. : ‘EAGLE LAKE GOSPEL MISSION: Rev. Emil Burger.

GREATER NEW FAITH CHURCH: 6406 Guyler, Wallis; Rev. Clay Spears. GRACE LUTHERAN: 408 N. Stevenson, 234-3381; Rev. Robert E. Schlortt.
409-478-2169. LEHRER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST: Garwood, Texas. Rev. Barry

EAST BERNARD FIRST BAPTIST: Rev. Clifford Roser. Bauerschlag, Pastor. T

FIRST BAPTIST: N. Lake at E. Prairie, Eagle Lake. LISSIE UNITED METHODIST: Sandra Kimbrow, Pastor; 234-2112; Lissie,

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST : 405 S. Lake, Eagle Lake; Rev. Earl Shorter, Ir., Texas.

Bank of Friendly Service

Eagle Lake

Lissie Flying Service

MARK
SKELTON

Farmer to Farmer Agriculture Flying

Lissie, Texas 234-2482 §  pastor, 2345795, ROCK ISLAND METHODIST: Ke Sl Ly s, Mortgage Consultant
V IGLESIA BAUTISTA GETSEMANI: 901 B Street, Eagle Lake; Rev. Mario UNITED METHODIST: Barry Bauerschlag, Pastor. 200 W. Prairie; Sunday . D
A d h C h h Vgt School 9:30 a.m.; Worship 10:45 a.m. 409 865 8788
ttend the urc GREATER MT. OLIVE BAPTIST: Rev. R, Kiscr, Pestor. 105 Lake, Esgle Lake,  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: 106 E. Sate Street, Egle Lake; 234-3368 NPl
A 234.3545. VINE OF THE LORD: Paul Aguilar, Interim. Bellville, Texas 77418
Of YOUI’ C hOlce PROVIDENCE BAPTIST: 1207 E. State, Eagle Lake. Rev., Coby Shorter; 234 FRIENDSHIP A:G: 501 Wallace, East Bernard. Fred Chambers, Pastor. ,
3735, THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 600 West 409-865-5524
ROCK ISLAND BAPTIST: Bob Allison, Pastor. St., Sealy; Marshall Crosby, Brgnch Pres. o (Home)
SHERIDAN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST: 815 Milam, Columbus. Roy V. Palmer, Minister.

Fax: 409-865-2292
Pager: 281-490-0075
1-800-210-8788

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 200 N.
Lake, Eagle Lake, 234-5805; Miguel H. Arellano, Branch President.

THE SHEPHERD’S WAY: Non-denominational Christian Fellowship; 217
Main, Sealy. Frank Lucas, Pastor. 885-7873.

WHITE CLOUD BAPTIST CHURCH: 202 Old Altair Rd., Eagle Lake; Rev.
Obie Rhodes; 234-3800.

CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sheridan, Texas.

NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Hwy. 90A, Sheridan; Del Sanford, Pastor; 234-3276.
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